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: a. 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


COMMON 
OF ENGLAND 


Aſſembled in 


PARLIAMENT. 


The humble Petition of Sir JOHN STAWELL © 


* Shewetb, 


Hat by a Certificate made by the High Court of Jaſtice upon 
: Tryal of his life, which was directed to, and read in Parlia= 


ment the 10" of June, 1651. As alſo by a Judgement paſt on 
the 15 of Anguft, 1653. for the reſtitution of hiseſtate, it appears, 
T hat your Petitioner hath good right to the Articles of Exeter, da= 
ted the8. of 4pril, 1846. and that he hath performed all that was 
on his partby the ſaid Articlesrequired, notwithſtanding which 
ſaid Articles, (importing a Cortra# and Bargaizz made, not to be 
voyded as he humbly conceives in commor Hight, and Juſtice, but 
by his Own conſent) your Petitioner hath been hitherto deharred 
the benefit ofthem 3 His Perſon impriſoned ever lince the year 
1646, Nothing allowed unto him outof his own, for the ſpace of 
many years to afford him his daily Bread : Himſelte, during that 
time, ſeveral times tryed for his Lite : His Good Name by icatte 
dalous Letters, and Impeachments of Felony , and High Treaſon, 
defamed ; His eſtate totally ſold ; Divers Judgments recovered a- 
oainſt him for things relating to the unhappy ditterences ; His Fa- 
mily ruin'd, deſtroy'd, and brought to the extreameſt point of Mi- 
ſery 3 And the Publique Faith , Honour, and Juſtice of the late 
Parliament, Army , and Nation 1n general, highly ſcandalized, 
contrary to their Honourable, Juſt. and Equitable Intentions, de- 
clared by ſeveral Acts, Orders, and Ordinances made for the relief 
of ſuch as claim the Benefit of Articles; and contrary to the Order 
and Judgement of the Court of Articles appointed by them to 
Hear, and Determine Cauſes of that Nature. All which miferies and 
preſſures were brought upon him originally, by means of M* Joh-: 
Aſh (Ehairman ofthe Committee of Goldſmths-Hall, when your 
Petitioner firſt appeared to make tender of his compoſition) 
who coveting the Farm at Abery (part of your Petitioners Eſtate) 
and having conferred with Sir Edward Bayntor touching the ſame, 
did ia the firſt place, upon untrue Suggeſtions made to the Parlia- 
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ment; procure the benefit of your Petitioners Compoſition before 
it was {et : and having gotten by this meanes a kind of Intereſt in 
his: Eſtate, did unjuſtly calumniate your Petitioner before his 
Admitrance tothe Committee, who were ſtrangers unto him:And 
when he was admitted, the faid 1r. 4ſþ told him , That the Petition 
devered b him was a Remonſftrance, not @ Petition, wherein he had re. 
jeffed the P.@ liaments Marcy offered bimin bjs A-ticles, and had put 
a Comtempt upon the Authority of Parliament. And did at the ſame 
Time, ohtrade 0aths wpon him, contrary to the ſaid Articles; Up. 
on refuſalt of which, and the” Judgment which 4;r. Afb had paſt 
upon his Petition, his Compoſition was denyed unto him : and 
the ſaid tr. 4p, together with Mr. Jour Leech ( then Clerk to the 
ſaid Commitf:e.) did in « few dayes after, by the entry of a falſe 
Record, contrivea way how your Petitioner might forfeit both 
Life add Eftate together, in caſe he ſhould retuſe to part with the 
ſaid Eſtate, when the ſale thereof ſhou!d be propoied unto hin: 
And becauſe this could not be well effected, but by auihority of 
the then Parliament ro briovg him to a Tryal for his life, a Report 
was made to the Houſe of Commons by 1. john Stephens {who was 
not preſent when your Petitioner-r{t appeared) to the ſame ſenſe 
that the words were former]y delivered by Mr. Aſh (vs. ) 1 hat 
your Petitioner had ſlighted and contemmed the Authority of the then Par- 
liament, and for ſeited their mercy conteyned in the Articles of Exeter 3 
together with this addition in theclote thereof, That if they did not 
make Sir John Stawell a Traytor, Sir John Stawell. had made then 
Traytors; ſtrangely interpreting the Peticion preferred by him to 
obteyn the benefit of his Articles, to be a forteiture of them , and 
a contempt of that Authority which gavea confirmation unto 
them : Upon which Report, the Houſe was pleaſed on the 18. of 
Auguſt 1646, to command your Pecirioner to be brought trom Ely- 
_ Houſe ( where he was kept a Priſoner by the 14ittimus of Mr, 4/þ 
and ſome others ) to Weſtminſter, where Mr. 4 (coming ſeverall 
times under pretence of kindneſs to viſit him, whilft he was in the 
cuſtody of his Keepers, ) at laſt propoſed unto him the Sale of the 
faid Fare, offering for it not half of that it coſt your Petitioner ; 
and upan his refuſal thereof, your Petitioner was forth- with 
brought to the Bar of the Houſe of Commons, and from thence was 
committed to Newgate, and ordered to be tryed for his life as a 
Traytor, and was ( by Indictment removed by Certiorari out of the 
County of Somerſet) ſeveral mornings tryed for his life at the then 
Kings Bench-Bar accordingly. WA Hs 
Hat the Parliament being thus incens'd againſt yonr Petiti- 

8. oner, the deſign todeſtroy him was droven on ( as he con- 
celves, upon the ſame Inftigation ) by the Committee appointed 
for drawing up the a& touching Delinquents, who on the 13" of 
March, 1648. did Reſolve, That your Petitioner ſhould be Preſented tothe 
Honfe as a perſon formerly excepted for life, and then in Cuſtody; {nd that 
7 ſhowlsl be referred to the Howſe, whether to proceed againſt hint by = 7 
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iryall for Life, perpetual Impriſonment, or Baniſhment, and Confiſcati- 
on 5; Whereupon it was Reſolved by the Houſe the day following, 
being the 14. of March(upon a Aport made by Sir Arthur Hazelrig, 
who was one of the ſaid Committee, and preſent when the RKe'olve 
was made ) that be ſhonld be proceeded againſt for Life in the Upper 
Kench: And the Commiſſzoners of Haberdaſhers-Hall (of whom Sir 4r- 
thar Hazilrig was likewiſe one, and preſent ) oa the 18. of March, 
1 649. did make a Heſolve, That your Petitioner ſhould be one of thoje 14- 
med to the Houſe, whoſe Eſtate was thought fit to be ſold 5, And your Pe- 

titiopers Eſtate bath been ſold accordingly. 
Hat on the 9” of July, 1650. A ſpecial &7 was publiſhed for 
the iryal of your Petitioner, and ſome others, at the High 
Court of Juſtice (a Court not formerly known 1n Frglazd, till in- 
troducd by Mr. 1 i//e, Mr. Scot, Mr. Millingtos , Mr. Garland , Mr. 
Miles Corbet, Mr. Saye, and ſome others.) And by the ſaid A& it was 
declared (as a ground for the Cuurts proceedings) 1hat your Petit - 
oner was not admitted to Compoſetion;which Averment, as it was much 
inſiſted on by Mr. Prideaux (then Attorney Gener, )to the extream 
hazard of your Petitioners Lite; ſo thereby it clearly appears, that 
the Parliament (prving credit tothe ſaid Heports made by their 
own 1/embers, and {rppoſing that in Irath your Pet tioner had ein 
ther forſeited the Benefit of his Articles , or been an: excepted perfor for 
Life} did puriue their Refolves formerly made on the 14.0f March, 
i648. And at the time of your Petitioners Tryal upon the ſaid 
AG, the faid Mir. 4, Mr. Leech and ſome others endeavoured by 
falte Oaths ; Urging the ſaid falſe Recordagainſt tim 5 Concealment 
of the Petitioz he firlt preferred to be admitted to his Compoſitiunz 
And by other indirect practices (accordivg to the Defigne afore- 
ſaid) to deprive him of his life, and ro render (as much as in them 
lay) the Parlizment it ſelf {which is the very Foxrntain of Juſtice) 

Inſtrumental to the deſtruction of theInnocent. 
Nd your Petitioner further ſheweth , That by the Judgement of 
the [aid Court of Articles, he was to be admitted to compound for his 
whole Eſtate, both Real , and Perſonal, according to the Tenor of the ſaid 

Articles, notwithſtanding any the ſettlexaents, Sales, or ContraGs theres 

made, at ſuch Rates, andin ſuch manner, as others comprized within the 
ſaid Articles have done : And that the Commiſſioners for compounding 
with Delinquents, were alſothereby enavied, authorized, and required to 
permit your Petitioner to compound for his whole F ſtate as aforeſaid : And 
in reſpet# of the great Loſſes, & extream Damages w® your Petitioner had 
ſuſtained by the $equeſtration and Detention of his Eſtate, and the profits 
received out of it, for above ſeaven years laſt paſ# (before the Date of the 
aid Decree) and by felling of bis Woods, and Timber, and other wayes for 
want of being admitted to a timely Compoſition , the ſaid Court did Order 
and dire@ the ſaid Commiſſioners to cauſe an exaFt Accompt to be made of 
the Rents, Iſſues, and Profits received for, or out of his Fjtate, ſince he firſt 
ſubmitted to Compoſition,recommending to their Conſiderations the proofs 


beforetaken inthe ſaid Eauſe, Copies whereof atteſted by the Regiſter eve 
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for that purpoſe to be preſented unto ther « Andif the ſaid Commiſſuners 
ſhould finde the ſame to amount unto, or exceed the Fine or Compoſition 
w hich your Petitioner onght to have paid according to the Rate preſcribed 
and allowed by the ſaid Articles 5 then the ſame to be allowed and accepted 
in lieu and full ſatisfaion of the ſaid Fine ſo impoſed upon him , or to be 
ſatisfied by your Petitioner according to his ſaid Articles, otherwiſe the dee 
felt (of any were) to be ſupplyed by him : And that if any Surpluſage, or 
Overplus remained , the jaid Commiſſioners were ordered and deſired to 
certifie the ſame to the ſaid Court : And upon (uch computation, and ſatiſ= 
fattion made as afereſaid, the ſaid Commiſſioners were thereby further 
direGedi, and authorized to give their Order for ſueh Acceptance of his 
Fine and Compoſition 5 and to give your Petitioner a Diſcharge according. 
ly. 4nd they were alſo thereby deſtred to give hin all fitting Expedition in 
the Txemiſſes : And it was alſo further adjudged, and declared by the ſaid 
Court, that aſter the making of the ſaid Compoſetion, your Petitioner ſhould 
have the Liberty and Indempnity of his Perſon, free from all further Re- 
ſtraints, or Impriſonments * And that all Bayle, or other ſecurity entred 
into by him, or any other with him touching his true Impriſonment, ſhould 
be celivered up to him and Vacated : And alſo that your Petititioner from 
and after ſuch Compoſit'on ſhould have the poſſeſſron of his Eſtate freed 
and diſcharg'd ſrozz all Sequeſtrations and ſeizures whatſoever, And en« 
joy ihe (ame without any Claim or Demand of the ſaid Truſtees, or the ſar. 
vivcrs of them, or their Heirs : And ſurther, that the Truſtees for ſale of 
Lands and Fſiaies forfeited, ſhould upon ſcyht of the ſaid Order and A- 
ward, ſtay and forbear all further Proceedings in the ſale, or diſpoſall of 
any the Lands or Fſtate of your Petitioner remainingunſold( if any ſuch 
were: ) And if any part of the moneys remained unpaid for any I. ands be= 
longing 10 him, then contrafed for and ſold, that they ſhould likewiſe for- 
bear to demand or receive the ſame, or to make any further Proceedings in 
_ theſame, or tointermedadle further therewith, as by the Decree it ſelfe 
more fully appears;Notwithſtanding which, ſome of the Cozrmiſſror. 
ers for Sequejrrations, and Truſtees for jale of Lands and other Perſons 
have (in further proſecution of the ſaid Deſign as he humbly con= 
ceives,) refuſed the tender made of his Compoſition for his whole 
Eſtate by virtue of the ſaid Judgement, thereby denying him that 
common Juſtice they were intruſted to Adminiſter; Defrauded the 
Publique Reverne and Treaſure; And deprived him of ove thouſand 
pounds per Annum of his Eſtate, unſold after the Judgement of the 
Court of Artictes was duly ſerved upon them, and tor which your 
Petitioner had really compeunded, and ſatisfied his Fine , by co- 
lour of antedated ContraFs, Orders, and other anjuſt Pretences : All 
which your Petitioner doubts not, clearly to prove againſt the 
particular perſons named, together with ſome others guilty of 
the ſaid miſdemeanors, if thereunto admitted. 
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the late Parliament (who being of themſelves very ſenfible of all 
Injuries done unto Articles ) were pleaſed to Declare by their A& 
datedthe 18" of July, 1649. That they were concerned in Honour and 
Juſtice, that the Faith of their Armies ſhould be made Good, and receive 
20 Violation ; Ani that the Certificates, Orders, and Awards made by the 
Commiſſioners in that A named, ſhould be Concluſive, Binding, and ob- 
ſerw'd by all Conrts of Juſtice, Gommiſſuoners, Committees, and Perſons 
concerned, any Law, Order, or Ordinance to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
And foraſmuch as 4&s of Parliament made for the Sale and For- 
feiture of Eſtates , contrary to Articles of Warre, { which by the 
Law of Nations ought inviolably to be kept ) have been by the #/- 
dome and Juſtice of tormer Parliaments not only Repealed, and made 
Voyd, (as a Cafe very far different from all other ſales whatſoever, ) 
But that the late Parliam, alſo were honourably pleaſed to Provide 
(not knowing then the claims that were, and might be made unto 
Articlesz) That the 1rujtees 10 the firſt Act of Sale named, ſhou'd Have, 
Hola, and Enjoy all and fuugular the Premiſſes, ſubjeF to ſuch Truſt, and 
Uſes, as by that A, or in, or by A authority of Parliament ſhould be thereaf 
ter further direGFed and appointed; And in purſuance of this power 7e- 
ſerved to them, and recezved from them, not onely the Coxm:/ſroners 
of Worceſter Houſe , have granted divers Reprizes for Lands fold by 
the firſt A& of Sale, ( which comprehends your Petioners Eſtate ;) 
But the 7ruſtces of Drary-hou/e, and Commiſſuners of Haberdaſhcrs- Hall 
have done thelike, upon Judgments given by the Court of Arti- 

cles, authorizing the ſame. 


Your Petitioner therefore moſt bumbly prayes 


1. That thoſe mzexorable 4Fs of Juſtice which have been done by 
your Noble Anceſtors in former times, as well as thoſe by che /ate rar- 
lament of alater Date, may be thought worthy of your Contidera- 
tion ; And that in purſuance of them, the Names of Joh Stawell, 
and Fdward $tawell (your Petitioners two 30ns) together with his 
own, may be blotted out of the ſaid Act of Sale 3 And that all Ez- 
tries, and Records, that mention him either a Felox, or Traztor, may 
be fo Cancelled, as to be had no more in Remembrance. 

2. That he way be reſtored by A4& of Parliament to the poſicition 
ofhis Eſtate, freed, 2nd diſcharged from all Sequeſtrations, Sales, Sei- 
Lures, Grants, Preſentations, Auamentations, Tncumbrances, or other 
Diſpoſetions whatſoe ver,made either ofthe whole or any part there- 
of, ſince the time h1s Articles were firſt granted unto him ; and that 
his Eſtate may be excepted out of any general Act, which ſhall be 
paſt for the confirmation of Sales. 

3- That he may have Liberty and Indempnity for his perſon ; 
That his Articles, together with the Judgement given 
thereupon the 15'" of Avg. 1653. may in all reſpe&ts be made good 
unto him; And that according to the ſame , a proportionable ſum 
agreeable with his Fine dueby his Articles, may be deduced out of 


250001, mentioned in, and found as Damages by the ſaid Judge- 
B ment, 
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ment, in lieu of the ſaid Fine for his Compoſition ; And that the a« 
foreſaid Judgements recovered againſt him may be null d and va- 
cated, 

4. That himſelf, and ſuchas he ſhall employ , may (for your 
clearer ſatisfation touching the whole matter of his Petiti= 
on) have liberty to take a view, and Copies of all Papers, Emtries, 
and Records in Drury- Houſe, Gurney=Honſe, Haberdaſhers Hall, or elle- 
where, and ot the Treaſurers Accompts touching the ſame 3 for that 
your Petitioner believes a very inconſiderable ſum will appear to 
have been given {in ready money) to the uſe of the Publique for 
his Eſtate, if compared to 63882. 18 -. 9 4. wherewith the Truſtees 
of Drury houſe have charg'd themſelves upon fale thereof. And that 
his Cavſe(being more then of a private concernment )may have the 
honour to be heard at your Barre, 

5. And laſtly, Foraſmuch as the aforeſaid Offences being 
in themſelves hainous, are conlidered by the Lawes of this 
Kingdom under a two-fold reſpect; The oe, as they relate unto the 
Pmblique;, The other, as they concern the Party grievedz And for that 
your Petitioner having been no ways negligent in the proſecution 
of his Right, and Relief, hath notwithſtanding had the profits of his 
Eſtate ſo many years detained from him , that according to the 
computation of years,and the exceeding great waſts that have been 
lately made by the 1zbabitants of Taunton, by plucking downe his 
principal Houſe, deſtroying his Parke, Woods, and Timber; And 
by ſome other perſons on other parts of his Eſtate 3 The Damages, 
together with the mean profits thereof, will upon a true accompt, 
amount to a greater ſum then his Eſtate 15 now worth, were it to 
be ſold, Your Petitioner therefore moſt humbly prays your Ho- 
nours, That(lince his Cate is the only Caſe that hath met with ſo 
many Unavoidable Fvills, as have been formerly mentioned ) You 
would be pleaſed by your honourable Judgment upon the whole 
matter, to afford unto him an{werable reparations : And ſecure the 
Kingdom tor the future {rota ſuch Traſtees and Miniſters of Juſtic:, as 
have not known (in your Petitioners Caſe) how to diſcharge their 
Daths and Duties : Or if your more weighty affairs ſhall not admit a 
particular examination of the aforeſaid offences, whereby his Da- 
#1ages may be the better aſcertained, He humbly prays, it may be 
D20ovided., That no AG of 0blivion, General Pardon, or oiher thing 
may extend to the Freeing ofany Perſon, or Perſons guilty of the 
Breach of the ſaid Articles. But that the Perſons aforeſaid, and (in 
caſe any of them be dead) their Heirs, Execntors, and Admin:ſtrators 
may beliable to ſuch damages,to be recovered at the Common-Law, 
as may fully recompence your Petitioner for his very great Loſles 
and Sufferings occafioned by the Breach of them ; any 4&, Law, 
Ordinance, or other thing to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


And your Petitioner (hall ever pray, &Cc. 
JOHN $STAWELL. 


LEITSET ATE AS ASS; 


Sir YFobn Stawells Pe- 
tition , 1660, 
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